ASCC Themes II Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Thursday, January 29th, 2026							10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Zoom
Attendees:  Cravens-Brown, Conroy, Daly, Gregoire, Hunter, Landsman, Nathanson, Palazzi, Søland, Steele, Vankeerbergen, Wade
1. Approval of 1/15/26 minutes
a. Landsman, Gregoire; approved with one abstention.

2. WGSS 3660 (existing course--currently WGSS 2260--with GEL Cultures & Ideas and Social Sciences: Human, Natural, and Economic Resources AND GEN Foundations: Historical and Cultural Studies, Social and Behavioral Sciences and Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Diversity; previously approved for DL, requesting a change in level from 2000 to 3000; requesting to remove GEN Foundations: Historical and Cultural Studies, Social and Behavioral Sciences, and Race, Ethnicity and Gender Diversity and add GEN Theme: Sustainability) (return)
a. The Subcommittee appreciates the work that the department has put into the course in response to their prior feedback.  They note and appreciate the integration of new materials and the implementation of Sustainability frameworks throughout the course, and they feel strongly that the department’s multi-disciplinarity and experience with students from a wide range of majors will be helpful in responding to the feedback below
b. The Subcommittee requests that the department incorporate into the course some additional grounding in ecology and the interrogation of scientific evidence so that all students, even those who are novices in this academic area, will have the knowledge necessary to “devise informed and meaningful responses to problems and arguments in the area of sustainability based on the interpretation of appropriate evidence…” (ELO 3.3).  Additionally, this grounding will help all students (but especially those who have less experience with certain aspects of ecology and sustainability) to create the metacognitive scaffolding necessary for them to “demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner…” (ELO 2.2).  
c. The Subcommittee notes that the prior feedback referred to the six “pillars” of sustainability; this was an error and the feedback should have referred to the six dimensions of sustainability.  The ASCCAS staff apologizes for this error and recommends that the department instead refer to the six dimensions throughout the syllabus.
d. The Subcommittee declined to vote on the course at this time.

3. Civics, Law, and Leadership 2000 (existing course requesting GEN Theme Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (return) (was approved with contingency by the subcommittee)
a. Nathanson, Gregoire; unanimously approved.

4. Civics, Law, and Leadership 2210 (existing course requesting GEN Theme Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (return) 
a. Cravens-Brown, Landsman; unanimously approved

